The real scientific objection to specialism has always been that the increase of knowledge gained in regard to each portion of the body was obtained at the expense of a lessened grasp in regard to the whole, and those who have taken broad and philosophical views of medicine have been able to quote endless instances of the errors arising from " specialist" attempts to treat just that portion of the frame which happened to ache the most. This is a positive and insuperable objection to specialism in medicine, which never has and probably never will be got over, and it applies with infinitely greater force to that sub-division of specialties which is so marked a feature in modern days.
There are two influences which tend greatly to alter the standing of the specialist, and dethrone him from his high position ; one the greatly improved education of the modern student in all the knowledge which used to be special to the specialist, the 
